
 

AAUP Category:  This field is assigned to your institution by the AAUP Research 

Office.  You are not required to enter this field.  This field indicates the type of institution 

based upon the type and number of degrees awarded.  If you believe the AAUP 

category listed for your institution is incorrect, contact the AAUP Research Office 

at aaupfcs@aaup.org.  In determining the category for an institution, the highest 

applicable level shall be assigned.   

Category I (Doctoral) refers to institutions characterized by a significant level and 

breadth of activity in doctoral-level education, as measured by the number of doctorate 

recipients and the diversity in doctoral programs. Institutions in this category grant a 

minimum of 30 doctorate degrees annually, from at least three distinct programs. 

Awards previously categorized by NCES as first-professional degrees, such as the 

J.D., M.D., and D.Div., do not count as doctorates for this classification. Institutions 

seeking to attain this category or "doctor's degree - professional practice" will be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis.   

Category IIA (Master's) refers to institutions characterized by diverse post-

baccalaureate programs (including first professional), but not engaged in significant 

doctoral-level education. Institutions in this category grant a minimum of 50 post-

baccalaureate degrees annually, from at least three distinct programs. Awards of post-

baccalaureate certificates will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.   

Category IIB (Baccalaureate) refers to institutions characterized by their primary 

emphasis on undergraduate baccalaureate-level education. Institutions in this category 

grant a minimum of 50 bachelor's degrees annually, from at least three distinct 

programs, and bachelor's and higher degrees comprise at least 50 percent of total 

degrees awarded.   

Category III (Associate's with Academic Rank) refers to institutions characterized by a 

significant emphasis on undergraduate associate's degree education. Institutions in 

this category grant a minimum of 50 associate's degrees annually. Associate's 



degrees comprise at least 50 percent, and bachelor's and higher degrees comprise 

less than 50 percent of total degrees and certificates awarded.   

Category IV (Associate's without Academic Ranks) refers to institutions that meet the 

criteria for "Associate's" (Category III), but do not utilize standard academic ranks. An 

institution that refers to all faculty members as "instructors" or "lecturers" but does not 

distinguish among them on the basis of standard ranks should be included in this 

category. However, if an institution utilizes another ranking scheme that is analogous 

to the standard ranks, it can be included in Category I, II, or III as appropriate. 

 


